International Programme on

Sustainable Agriculture And Socially

Responsible Rural Financing"
(CICTAB - BB-BBTA-MILKVITA- CCULB-VAMNICOM)

in collaboration with

Bangladesh Bank, Bangladesh Milk

Producers Co-operative Union, Dhaka
&
Cooperative Credit Union League of

Bangladesh Ltd. (CCULB), Dhaka

23-27 February 2025

Bang|adesh Bank Training Academy,
Mirpur -2, Dhaka, Bangladesh

V/////



Integrating sustainable agriculture with socially responsible rural financing can
create synergies that benefit both farmers and the environment. Financial
institutions, policymakers, development agencies, and agricultural stakeholders
play crucial roles in promoting these interconnected goals and fostering
sustainable rural development.

e To sensitize the participants to the concept of sustainable agriculture with
socially responsible rural financing

e To create awareness on sustainable agriculture with socially responsible
rural financing which can create synergies that benefit both farmers and the
environment

1. Experience sharing

2. Audio-video inputs

3. Case Studies

4.Field Visit

5. Interface and panel discussions

The programme has been designed around the following themes: Sustainable
agriculture and socially responsible rural financing are two interconnected concepts
that are critical for the well-being of rural communities and the environment. Let's
delve into each one:

e Sustainable Agriculture: Sustainable agriculture aims to meet the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs. It involves practices that are environmentally friendly, economically viable,
and socially responsible. Key principles of sustainable agriculture include:

o Soil Health: Practices such as crop rotation, cover cropping, and minimal tillage help
maintain soil fertility and structure.

e Water Conservation: Efficient irrigation methods, rainwater harvesting, and water-
saving technologies minimize water usage.

o Biodiversity: Preserving biodiversity through agroforestry, crop diversification, and
habitat preservation enhances ecosystem resilience.



Reduced Chemical Inputs: Organic farming and integrated pest management reduce
reliance on synthetic pesticides and fertilizers.

Climate Resilience: Adopting climate-smart agriculture practices helps mitigate the
impacts of climate change.

Social Equity: Ensuring fair labor practices, promoting gender equality, and supporting
smallholder farmers are integral to sustainable agriculture.

Socially Responsible Rural Financing: Socially responsible rural financing involves
providing financial services to rural communities in a manner that promotes social,
economic, and environmental well-being. Key aspects of socially responsible rural
financing include:

e Access to Credit: Providing affordable and accessible credit to smallholder farmers and
rural entrepreneurs enables them to invest in sustainable agricultural practices and
improve their livelihoods.

« Financial Inclusion: Extending financial services to marginalized groups such as women,
indigenous communities, and small-scale farmers fosters inclusive economic
development.

o Capacity Building: Offering financial literacy training and technical assistance enhances
the financial management skills of rural communities.

o Environmental Considerations: Supporting eco-friendly farming practices and offering
green financing options incentivizes sustainable land use and natural resource
management.

e Community Development: Investing in rural infrastructure, healthcare, education, and
other social services contributes to the overall well-being of rural populations.



